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"IT IS NOT THE LOFTY SAILS, BUT THE UNSEEN WINV THAT MOVES THE SHIP." - W. Mac.NEILL VIXON 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 

One concern that seems to reappear at our 
board meetings is the question of O.C .A.' s 
image. Its perception by the public or lack 
of perception. An apparent value of 
membership is to be affiliated with a group 
that is we 11 known to our public. There is 
effort being made to increase the public's 
awareness of what we are and what we 
represent. Each time we address the public 
the message snould be loud and clear. 

As I read through tile many ads that are 
put forward by various camps you begin to 
notice that very few display our logo. 
Perhaps there is some dissatisfaction with 
the artistic merits of the logo or perhaps 
you feel that displaying tne logo is not 
important. We are in the process of 
looking into a new logo so that this may 
answer the first question. The more we 
are able to visually be represented to the 
public the more aware the consumer will 
become. Tney may begin to question the 
meaning of the statement "Accredited 
Member of the Ontario Camping 
Association". It seems most effective wnen 
the logo is present along with the above 
statement. 

You, as members of O.C.A., .must assume 
your share of the responsibility for 
educating the public. If you are asked to 
speak on camping, when talking to parent 
groups or in your advertising keep in mind 
the promotion of your Association. 

FRED OKADA, 
President. 

EDITORIAL 

At our recent conference, Jocelyn Palm 
(with the help of the ot,1er half of that 
dynamic duo, John Latimer) concluded a 
session on the .problems that bombard a 
camp director each day by recalling a 
camper's question, "Just what is it you do 
around here all day anyway?" That 
reminded me of a statement made by our 
dau6hter a couple of years ago. "When I 
grow up, I am going to be a camp director. 
AU you do is walk around all day long 
taking pictures." Rather than responding 
with a list of one hundred things I calmed 
myself and my injured ego by thinking:- I 
must at least be doing well, some of the 
things they tell us at conferences: share 
the spotlight, provide leadership 
opportunities for younger staff, encourage 
campers to make decisions and participate 
in implementing programmes. And who 
knows? Maybe someday Cheryl will be a 
camp director. Chuckle! Chuckle! 

N.B. Well done Diane Blair and her 
hard-working conference committee. 
Learned a little and enjoyed a Jot over the 
three days! 

CATHERINE ROSS, 
EDITOR. 

* * * * * * * * * * 
ONT ARIO RECREATIONAL CANOEING 
ASSOCIATION 

Instructor Clinic - Saturday, ·\!lay '1, 1987, 
Seneca College, King Campus. 

For more information phone 495-i+l<SO. 



ROLE OF THE FEDERATION 
The Federation serves the needs of the Member Organizations by 
playing three distinct roles. 
1. Represent, speak and lobby on behalf of Member Organizations 

to the Provincial Government, as requested by Members. 
To date over 20 specific pieces of legislation have been 
addressed, e.g., Regulation 200-517, Wintario program, Park
land Conveyance Act, Health Act, Provincial Recreation Policy, 
Parks Assistance Act, Bill 38. 

2. Deal with issues of Provincial concern affecting recreation, as 
requested by the Board of Directors. For example: 
a) child abuse prevention and the role the recreation profession 

can play in identification and prevention 
b) TV Ontario regarding recreation programming potential for 

this medium 
c) economic and social impact of recreation in communities 

of Ontario 
3. Develop programs and services for Member Organizations and 

individuals involved in recreation. For example: 
a) Job Mart 

. . b) . C.ertification program for recreation practitioners-first of its 
kind in Canada 

c) ~dmi,nist~~tive Servi~es-to strengthen Member Organiza
tions ab1hty to deliver programs and services to their 
members 

Except for Job Mart and Certification, The Federation has limited 
contact with individuals and indeed is structured to limit com
munication to individuals since that . is the role of Member 
Organizations. 
The result of this is that especially with roles (1) and (2), in
dividuals have: 
a) little knowledge of Federation activities 
b) difficulty translating the benefits of Federation into any personal 

gain 
c) no feeling of "family" or belonging to The Federation 
If this is to change, the responsibility for detailing the value of The 
Federation must be assumed by the executive of each Member 
Organization. 
Member Organizations are served well by federating with allied rec
reational groups that have common aims and issues. The individ
uals that make up each Member Organization deserve regular 
communication on the activities of their Federation-com
munication put in terms of "what is the benefit of this activity to me 
the individual member' '. ' 

PARKS AND RECRF.ATION FEDERATION OF ONTARIO • ~--. - -
1220~A-Easl, Nof11Ycrk.()iln M2K2x1 0 . C. A. became a member of 

Telephone (416) ◄-

THE WALDEN OUTPOST - A GREAT NEW 
PROGRAM 

During the summer of 1985, I purchased a 
115 acre parce I of land with about 2000' of 
shoreline, most of which is sand beach, on 
Fraser Lake. · This site, now known as our 
OUTPOST, is about a 25 minute bus ride 
from camp. The site also has a large barn 
complex, a 2 storey farm house and several 
out-buildings. 

Over the next several years we plan to 
repair t he buildings and more fully utilize 
the wide-range of program possibilitie s open 
to us. We do .not plan to put up any 
structures, but t o use t he space as it is. 

The fir st thing I did after buying the sit e 
was to c ontact the Ministry of Natu ra l 
Resources and ar range fo r t ree planting . 
Over the space of 1. . J J; , .. List s1xi ,1g , 
15,000 trees - 5,000 spruce· and l U,000 red 
pine were planted . This will effectively 
close in the property as the trees get 
bigger . lncidently - if you have dear 
space on your land and would like trees 
planted, see you r local Natural Resources 
office and ask about the "Woodland 
Agreement Act." It is inexpensive and 
you' 11 be doing something to help 
reforestation. 

P. R .f . 0. in Oc tober 1986. 

This past summe r we started using the site 
for programming on a daily basis. 
Activities at the site include wind-surfing, 
sailing, wate r-skiing and paddle-boats. We 
take about three cabins per day plus 
specialty staff, a total of about 40 people. 
The groups take lunch with t hem. Over the 
course of the day, eve r y camper gets to 
have intensive instruction and recreation in 
t he program are a s previously mentioned. As 
well, t hey get a chance t o relax at a 
setting outside our normal camp site. 

Since it was our first year with 
progra m, we limited it to campers between 
t he ages of 12- 16 on a regular basis. The 
younger campers 7 - 11 visited the outpost 
only once each some of them for 
overnight. 

Most of Walden's campers, especially the 
teens, are with us for the entire summer so 
the outpost program was almost like a da~ 
off for them. The enthusiasm of bot 
campers and staff was overwhelming and wt 

· plan to build on the success over the nex 
few years. 

TED COLE, 
CAMP WALDEN. 



DOROTHY WALTER 
AW ARD OF EXCELLENCE 

D11ring the banquet at our 1987 annual 
conference, Fred Okada, our President , 
announced the establishment of an O.C.A. 
award which will be known as the Dorothy 
Walter Award of Excellence and will be 
given "In recognition of outstanding service 
dedicated to the advancement of the 
Ontario Camping Association". He 
proceeded to describe the personal 
contributions and service which the 
Associat ion recognized as the basis for its 
choice of the first recipient. 

I am the person so honoured by hav ing an 
award established which carries my name 
and also being its first recipient. Can you 
begin to imagine the range of emotions I 
experienced while Fred talked and then as I 
wa lked to t he stage to re ceive t he 
recogni t ion? You would be correct if you 
guessed disbelief to total joy . 

In the c a pacity of consultant from t he 
provincial governme nt to t he O.C .A. Board , 
my contribution may have been : a 
re putation for cajoling the Board to dream 
up innovative projects for fund ing and 
meeting deadlines for spending grant s; 
attendin g more Board meetings t han ~ny 
Board member; in t errupting many meande ring 
discussions; pre ssing to make a decision; 
sugge sting t he Board shou ld "re treat". As a 
volunteer, the opportunity to help others, 
be it chairing the Education Committee or 
being a member of confe rence and workshop 
committees provincially, nationally and 
internationally du r ing approximately 20 
ye a rs has also benefitted me, personal~ y t o 
develop my skills . For that opportunity, I 
tnank the O.C.A. 

believe this award gives flexibili t y to 
honor the volunteers who are actively 
work ing NOW to retain the high regard in 
which the Association is held; and to serve 
our membership . 

Mv thanks are sincere and my gratitude for 
tt1is honour is without bounds. 

DOROT HY WA LTE R. 

"' * * * * * * * 
HELP WANTED : CAMP SIMPRESCA r equires 
a d i rector for t he 1987 season . 

J ob Description on f ile in 0. CuA . office. 
Interested appl icants are invited to 
send a resume to : Betty Crawford , 
31 Grove St. East, Barrie, Ont., L4M 2N8 

M;N.R. PRIMARY ACCESS ROAD 3 • 
EXTENSION - TEMAGAMI DISTRICT 

An environmental assessment was carried 
out on a proposed extension of tne "Red 
Squirrel" logging road located near 
Temagami, Ontario. This road was proposed 
in order to provide access to timber 
resources in the southwestern portion of the 
Latchford Crown Forest Management Unit. 
"Tnese roads are needed so that local 
timber operators may have access to a 
wood supply for their mills" (M.N.R., 1';186). 
Specifically, this proposed road would cross 
the "Diamond Lake - Wakimika Lake canoe 
route area and the Wakimika River. 

Tne impact of this road would be as 
follows: 

- "For the Red Squirrel alignment a road 
would provide at least one new vehicular 
access point to Diamond Lake and from four 
t o eight access point s (within 100 m) t o 
unnamed lakes with no prev ious access" . 

- Pre viously inaccessible ' wi lderness' areas 
would now bec ome subject to pressure from 
motori zed ve hicle campers an d motor 
boat ing bring a ver y dif fe re nt set of 
aestne t ic values t o the area" (M.N .R., 
1986). 

The draft report on this E.A. process states 
that the Red Squirre l road will be extended 
to link it to t he existing Liskeard Lumber 
Road which travels south through the Lady 
Evelyn - Smoothwater Provincial Park. This 
decision is not in the best interest of 
canoeists (including camps), tourist 
operators, wilderness enthusiast_s and 
cottage owners. Briefs were submitted by 
these special interest groups (including the 
Environme ntal Conce rns Committee). The 
following paragraph is an exerpt from the 
draf t E.A. report. It is the response given 
by the M.N.R . to backcountry recreationists: 

"Restricted public acc~ss should contain any 
significant increase in angling and hunting 
pressure s in the area, minimizing tne direct 
competit ion wit h t he clie nt s served by the 
area's lodges and camps . Canoeist s and 
campers seeking bac kcou ntry "wilderness" 
expe rience may shift thei r activ it ies to 
other par ts of the region , e lse where in 
Ontario or outside the prov ince , whic h 
provide these a menit ies" (M.N.R ., i <:, 86). 

Strong oi:iposition to this road extension has 
caused the Ministry of Natural Resources to 
proceed with caution on this _ issue _ and 
there is a good chance ti1at their dec1s1on 
will be delayed due t o the number and 



strengti1s of the protests. It is important, 
therefore, tnat we continue to voice our 
opinions about this prop0sal that will affect 
canoe tripping opportunities in Temagami. 

If you would like to comment on this issue, 
please write directly to the Minister of 
Natural Resources - Vince Kerrio. The 
decision whether or not to put the road 
through lies with the Minister. Write to 
the following address: 

Minister of Natural Resources 
The Honourable Vince Kerrio 
Whitney Block, Queen's Park 
Toronto, Ontario 
M7 A 1 \\i 3 

References: 

Ministry of Natural Resources, 
Environmental Assessment for Primary 
Access Roads in the Latchford Crown 
forest Management Unit (Draft), 1986. 
(Red Squirrel Road Extension/Pinetorch 
Corridor) 

Available in the O.C.A. library. 

JUDY PAUL, 
ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS CHAIRMAN. 

* * * * * * * * * * 
WANTED 

A co-ordinator for ECO-Skills '&7. Tllis 
workshop is part of the O.C.A. Skills 
Weekend which will be neld June 12-15, 
1987. The position of co-ordinator is an 
excellent opportunity to gain or improve 
your skills m planning, organization, 
trammg, and workshop implementation. 
Previous ECO-Skills involvement (either as 
staff or as a delegate) an asset, but not 
necessary. CaU Judy Paul (41~) &33-3333 
ext. 5057 or 833-0660 for more information. 

~ r· BETWEEN THE COVERS 

Cat's Cradle, Owl's Eyes: A Book of 
String Games and Many Stars & More String 
Games. These books will drive you knots! 
Ac-cord-ing to N. Tangle, string figures are 
a snap. All you need is two meters of 
string · or cord, either of these books, and 
you can string your campers along for 
hours. Just imagine the enter-twine-ment 
you could have in your back pocket ready 
for those idle moments. Once you have the 
strin6 figures mastered, put stories to them, 
pass on legends or perform magic. 

Camilla Gryski l1as pu lied toget11er these 4. 
two well illustrated books witi1 skµ by step 
instructions to each string figure. Learn a 
sequence of figures from tl1e original Cat's 
Cradle or how to do these yourself. Try /' 
The Camp Bed as a warm-up. I'm sure 
your fingers will quickly get the hang of it 
or at least get into st1ape. 

Both books have a quick introduction to 
string terminology, names of strings and tne 
basic position. froc:11 there, each book has 
difierent string figures you can create 
starting witn the simpler ones. Cat's 
Cradle, Owl's Eyes: A Book of String 
Games was the first book written and is a 
good introduction to the art of string 
figures. 

Once you have rolled out the dough for 
either of these books (or Doth), all you 
have to do is practise! You've got enough 
time now to become a pro before the first 
campers roll off the buses. They're easy tv 
learn and easy to teach. 

And remember: 
your pocket! 

always carry a string in 

Cat's Cradle, Owl's Eyes: A Book of 
String Games, Kids Can Press, 80 p., l'J8J. 
Cost: ~9.95 (members) SI 1.::15 
(non-members) 

Man Stars & More Strin Games Kids Can ~::..:.:..<.......,;~.:..:...::;___;;,;:........;.:..:...:..:....:...~:..:...:."'-'ii.....,.:;:----,,.~ 
Press, 80 p., 1985. Cost: ~.95 (members) -
$11.95 (non-members) 

Books listed in "Between the Covers" are 
available from the Canadian Camping 
Association Bookstore. 

Orders that are $20.00 or less must be 
prepaid with $2.00 added for shipping. 
Contact the C.C.A. office by mail or 
phone: Canadian Camping Association, 1806 
Avenue Road, Suite 2, Toronto, Ont., M5M 
321 - (416) 7&1-lj.717. 

PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE - c.c.A. 

* * * * * * * * * * 
ONT ARIO SAILING ASSOCIATION 

Instructor Programmes designed for Camp 
Staff. 

Location: Camp Mini-Yo-\\<e, Port Sydney, 
Ont. 

Boardsailing - June 1 ~ - 21, 1 % 7. \,____, 

Sailing - June 22 - 26, ln7 

for more information and . applications 
contact O.C.A. office (416) n1-05L5. 


